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Que Ondee Sola

Editorial:
Bridging NEIU to Paseo Boricua
.Juan "Nito" Morales

2012 marks the 40 th anniversary of the founding
of Que Ondee Sola (QOS) magazine at Northeastern Illinois University. What an incredible
achievement that 40-years-ago a small group of
Puerto Rican students came together and established a publication, which unlike any other
magazine of its kind, has been published since
without pause.

Rey Vazquez, Jaime Delgado, and Felix Padilla,
to name but a few. We will also honor the committed scholarship and solidarity of our supporters, past and present, such as Dr. Ben Colemen,
Dr. Max Torres, Dr. Daniel Stern, Dr. Dragan
Milovanovic, Dr. William Speller, Dr. Conrad
Worrill, Dr. Angelina Pedroso, and Dr. Santos
Rivera, among others.

The phrase "Que On dee Sola" literally means,
"may it wave alone." It protests the fact that it
is illegal for the Puerto Rican flag to be hoisted
in Puerto Rico without the accompaniment of a
United States flag. The Puerto Rican Independence Party, under the leadership of founder,
Dr. Gilberto Concepcion de Gracia, created
the slogan in the 1940s to raise consciousness
against the island's colonial domination. From its
inception, QOS has expressed support for Puerto
Rican self-determination and nurtured generations of students aware of the political nature and
responsibility of their work on campus and the
community.

In this 40 th anniversary event, we will also highlight the historical and ongoing intersection
between the Humboldt Park community and
NEIU, which has helped ensure the longevity of
this publication, as well as the possibilities of a
genuine and holistic engagement between the
community and the university. This was most
recently manifested with the development of an
educational praxis articulated in the new 'Community as a Campus" initiative in Humboldt
Park. In this edition ofQOS, we are delighted to
feature our first step towards making a community and university pipeline. Through reflections
of students, faculty, and administrators, we will
take you into last November's highly successful
Four decades later, we are set to celebrate a living
Paseo Boricua immersion tour, "Nuestra Comlegacy, which is reflected in the many alumni who munidad," which was sponsored by the Latina/ o
were impacted by the Union for Puerto Rican
Cultural & Resource Center and organized by
Students (UPRS) and QOS. At this eent, we will
QOS and UPRS.
pay homage to our forebearers, including such
notables as: U.S Representative Luis Gutierrez,
Throughout this year, we will be hosting many
Ex-City Clerk Miguel De Valle, State Senator
educational and community-rooted events and
th
Willy Delgado, former 26 Ward Alderman Billy producing special editions of QOS to highlight
Ocasio, State Senator Iris Martinez, and other
four decades of this historic Boricua & Latina/ o
civic and educational leaders like Marvin Garcia,
student publication.
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Misi6n

is published at Northeastern Illinois
University. The opinions expressed in Que
Ondee Sola do not necessarily reAect
those of the Administration. Responsibility
for its contents lies solely with the staff.

Que Ondee Sola was established in 1972
and remains the oldest Puerto Rican &
Latina/o university student publication in
the U.S. Our mission is to provide the NEIU
community with a relevant and engaging
publication that deals with student issues with
a focus on Puerto Ricans and Latinas/os, our
communities, and our patrias.

We appreciate and encourage
suggestions and contributions.
Contact Que Ondee Sola
5500 N. St. Louis Chicago, IL 60625
Room E-041
(773) 442-4583
queondeesola@gmail.com

Que Ondee Sola continues to affirm the right
of Puerto Rican self-determination, freedom
for all Puerto Rican political prisoners, and
support for a truly participatory democracy.
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Nuestras Comunidades was created to
enhance the understanding of systems and
organizations within Latino communities
across the Chicagoland area. The idea is to
create a sense of space that engages NEIU
students, faculty, and staff to various levels
of institutions and services within Latino
communities. Using the Latino Resource
Center as a vehicle, we have begun to interlock
our external communities with our campus
community.
There could have been no bener community
to pioneer our vision for the type of impact
that we were looking for other than Humboldt
Park, a community that embodies a clear sense
of Puerto Rican identity through culture,
community systems, and struggle.

Miguel Cambray

There was a great sense of excitement as
people began to gather at the Pedroso Center
waiting to board the bus that would transport
us to our first destination at the Puerto Rican
Culture Center where we received a warm
and educational greeting from the Executive
Director Dr. Jose Lopez. Dr. Lopez, a lifelong
resident and activist in Humboldt Park and
West Town, integrated our group of 30 or
so individuals, through a historical dialogue
of IPRAC and then provided us with an
invigorating tour of the new exhibit by Antonio
Martorell.
Our stops to Albizu Campos High School,
VIDA SIDA, and La Cosechagave our group
a sense of the community's commitment to
healthy living through education and physical
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health. The tour demonstrated an overlapping
message of identity and social consciousness in
everything the institutions engaged in.
Watching the documentary of the Puerto Rican
flags that hang heavy over Division Street while
indulging in a Puerto Rican cuisine at Nellie's
gave the tour an unforgettable flavor.
Having the group gather at Roberto Clemente
to finalize the tour with the community's new

initiative of"Community as a Campus" was a
natural fit for the intention of the community
visit. It provided a clear understanding of
transforming education into a model that
uses the community resources as vehicle for
education, higher education. Indeed, the
tour was a success; our visit to Humboldt
Park further validated the natural impact and
presence of NEIU. It was a tour that has set the
tone for future visits.

A Trip to

Paseo
Boricua
On November 4, a group ofNEIU students,
administrators, and faculty spent the day on
a fantastic learning experience - Nuestra
Comunidad: A Day on Paseo Boricua. As
a native of Chicago who had grown up in
the Pilsen/ Little Village neighborhoods, I

Reflections by Christina Gomez,
Coordinator of LLAS

'There are moments in life when 'magic' happens - when you
feel as though you have been lifted into another dimension. .. "
thought I knew many of the Latino communities
in our windy city. However, Paseo Boricua,
gave me the incredible opportunity not only to
better know this vibrant area, it allowed me to
meet phenomenal individuals who work and
live in this community. Although I was excited

5

about the entire tour, I was energized by the
commitment of the community activists that I
met at Dr. Pedro Albizu Campus High School,
Vida/SIDA, and the youth at Clemente High
School. We learned about the food cooperative
that grows and sells nutritious food, because so

Que Ondee Sola
many of our communities reside in food deserts;
we gathered at an alternative health clinic that
supports our brothers and sisters in the fight
against HIV/ AIDS; we shared a meal at Nellie's
Restaurant and learned about the magnificent
Flags of Steel that remind us of our history in this
community. I left that afternoon with a feeling
of empowerment, hope, and belief that we can

change things.
There are moments in life when "magic" happens
- when you feel as though you have been lifted
into another dimension, when everything comes
together and you see the world clearly and you are
part of it; I saw a future that was promising and
joyful. November 4th was one of those days for
me.

Nuestra
Comunidad
Student

Reflection
by Denny Esquivel

I have lived my entire life
in the city of Chicago and
have not had a chance to visit
the Humboldt Park community, but that changed
November 4th . This tour, put together by NEIU's
very own Juan Morales , gave some of us a chance to
see what Humboldt Park has to offer. Our first stop
at IPRAC was great. I learned a bit of Humboldt
Park's history and saw some amazing art as well. Dr.
Pedro Albizu Campos Puerto Rican high school was
next where we were able to meet some students and
administrators that attend there. It was an incredible
experience to learn that the students have been
growing their own greenhouse garden on the rooftop
of Albizu Campos. Its great to see the responsibility
and enthusiasm PACHS students have for the garden.
We made a stop at Vida/Sida where we learned about

what that organization is trying to do. Afterwards,
we had smoothies at La Cosecha before stopping for
some lunch. We had lunch at Nellie's. The food there
was just amazing! A documentary as to how the flags
at Paseo Boricua were erected was shown there as
well. Our final stop was at Roberto Clemente High
School where there was a college fair for students. A
few colleges from Chicago were present as well as
different college organization orgs that exist to help
Latino students get into higher education. Overall,
it was an awesome tour and a great experience
that day spent with my colleagues and some NEIU
administrators.
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Associate Vice President for Student Life
Reflects on Greenhouse on Paseo Boricua
In addition to the note I sent earlier, I would
like to note how proud I am of you and the team
who planned the day. I liked how you organized
the day starting from the visit to IPRAC, the
division street tour provided by the Principal
from Albizu campus, the tour and conversation
with the Albizu Campos students, faculty and
administrators and concluding (for me) with
the Vida/SIDA tour and information. What I
enjoyed the most of the tour was hearing from
historians like Dr. Lopez who talked about
the transformation of the Humboldt Park
Stables to a one of a kind cultural institution
housing art and other collections. I was
also very impressed with its programs and
its outreach in the community especially to
Latino local youth. As for the Pedro Albizu
Campos tour, I enjoyed learning about the
creation and current use of their greenhouse
and how they are planning to use this to
educate and promote health and nutrition
in the community. I look forward to the
day when initiatives like this greenhouse
can provide local residents with accessible
and affordable fresh fruits and vegetables.
As for Vida SIDA, I was very impressed to
learn how this organization was formed and
how it has grown to serve our community.
Finally, I think all of these three are examples
of a community that has not only survived
despite all of its challenges but is thriving
with innovated projects that serve an entire
7

community.
Congratulations! I hope this is the beginning
of many like events. Lets try to get others to
join us next time.
Take care,
Daniel Lopez

Que Ondee Sola

Rediscovering Paseo Boricua
by Stephanie Gomez, Student

As I boarded the bus, all the new faces surprised youth in the community, the opening of the
me. There were people I often see in the halls
Cosecha, which now sells fresh produce in a
and even some I remembered from high school. community considered a food dessert, and the
I thought to myself,
continuously positive
"here we go". Unlike
effect of Albizu
many on the bus,
Campos High School
this was not my
on their students. The
first time visiting
tour reminded me,
Paseo Boricua, and
why at one point in my
this is not my first
life, I fell in love with
tour. I'm one of the
this community.
lucky people that
have taken one of
Although I am a
Professor Lopez's
resident of Skokie
classes. And all of
and a product of
his students know
Colombian parents,
Paseo Boricua
that for a semester
Humboldt Park
offered comfort
becomes your second
and familiarity, but
most importantly, it
home. Although not
offered an example of
my first time, I was
struggle, resistance,
very excited to be in
and hope. There are
the company of close
friends (as it was
very few places in
the city of Chicago
their first visit) .
that show you what
the manifestation
On the tour, I
revisited many places on the tour, and was able of dreams can look like. After being gone for
so long, the tour brought back a little piece of
to see the progress this community has been
making. For example, the growth of Vida/SIDA hope, and I think you it could be seen on all of
and its creation of the first home for LGBTQ
our faces.
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Director of University Outreach & Equal Employment
Reflects on VIDNSIDA & Paseo Boricua
Dr. Roberto Sanabria

=:=~~:"'""""""--~=::==~-:~-:..:::-=:-:.:::_:_;,:Jconsequences
the severe
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One Friday
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morning, a bus
and a few cars
left Northeaste
and set out for
Humboldt Park.
The caravan
was a mix
of students,
faculty, staff and
administrators
who chose
to tour and
learn about a
community that
sends hundreds
of students to
NEIU every year. The project was conceived by
the Latino and Latin American Resource Center
Director, Miguel Cambray, and organized by both the
staff of the Angelina Pedroso Center, as well as the
Puerto Rican Cultural Center of Chicago (PRCC).
The NEIU contingent began at the Institute of Puerto
Rican Arts and Culture (IPRAC), which is the only
museum specifically dedicated to Puerto Rican art
in the United States. PRCC Executive Director and
NEIU professor, Jose Lopez, gave a brief lecture
about the rich diversity of the community and its
evolution over the last 150 years.
Afterward, the group walked to the Puerto Rican
Cultural Center and toured its affiliated alternative
high school, Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos, and walked
through its rooftop garden - an experiment to bring
fresh fruit and vegetables to a community that suffers
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limited access to
healthy foods.
We learned that
this experiment
would soon be
expanded to
cover several
rooftops along
Division Street.
After the high
school tour,
the NEIU
group visited
_ _ _ ____,j.....__ Vida/SIDA
and the future site of an LGBT youth homeless
shelter, which will be the only one of its kind in
the Midwest. The Director of Vida/SIDA, an HIV/
AIDS prevention organization, is Juan Calderon, an
NEIU junior. Juan is also the brainchild of the future
homeless shelter, "El Rescate. "
The tour of Humboldt Park was rich, stimulating,
and intellectually rewarding. Director Cambray
reasoned the visit was essential because those of
us who work with and around students at NEIU
must have a deep respect and understanding of who
they are and where they come from. In that spirit,
Director Kimberly Everett will conduct a similar
tour to Bronzeville on the city's Southside so we
can learn about that historic African American
community. If you are interested in that tour, contact
Director Everett in the Pedroso Center.

Que Ondee Sola

A Renewed
Sense of

Pride

by Haydee Hernandez, Financial Aid Office

I would like to thank the entire team involved in the orchestrating of this marvelous
event. The tour was like no other that I have
experienced before. Starting with the narrative of our Puerto Rican history and heritage
to the green initiative of the Pedro Albizu
Campos students. The tour culminated with
an awesome panel discussion and student
performances at Roberto Clemente. Once the tour
ended I was sadden because I yearned for more. I
was honored to be in the presence of greatness and
my heart felt the pride and dedication of our youth

and young adults. It was a very rewarding day; I left
with a renewed sense of pride and totally in loved
with my heritage.
ThaJ1k you for your time.

My visit to Paseo

Boricua
by Angelica Rivera, Director of Proyecto Pa' Lante

As I reflect back on this experience I am inspired by
the wonderful work that is being done to empower
and create opportunities for youth as well for the
Puerto Rican and Latino community at large. I
found the slogan "Vivir y Ayuda a Vivir" which
is outside of Vida/SIDA particularly fitting, as
this is exactly what community leaders are doing
to maintain the vibrancy of the Puerto Rican
community in Chicago.
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The History,
Activism, & Beauty of

Humboldt Park
by Brandon Thomas, Student
Recently, I had the opportunity to take
part in a cultural experience that not many
people are afforded. The opportunity was
a trip to Humboldt Park to take a closer
look at various historical aspects of this
great community. This trip was important
to me because just as Puerto Ricanness
is part of my being, it was very important
for me to learn more about the community that has always been such a pillar for
Puerto Ricans in Chicago.
Being able to walk down Division Street
and interact with those in the community
who have such an impact, in places such as
Vida/Sida and the students at Dr. Pedro
Albizu Campos High School, really gave
me an insight that many people never get to
see. The fact that all these people care so much
about their community and want to constantly
find ways to make it a beuer place is more than
some people can say about their communities as
a whole.

never get to achieve or afford. The plan is
looking for ways to give students who are not
necessarily viewed as "college" material the
opportunity to pursue their education. This
is something that I look forward to seeing and
possibly being a part of as well.

When the trip culminated with a meeting at
Roberto Clemente High School, we were able
to learn about a plan to produce an educational
pipeline for future college students. I became
instantly interested in trying to get involved
because college is something that many people

Hopefully, in the future , this opportunity afforded to me will be afforded to others on a
yearly basis so that more and more people get
the chance to experience the history, community, activism, and beauty of the Humboldt park
community.
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Que Ondee Sola

The Power of Community
Reflection by Ann Botz, Office Administrator of LLAS & Womens Studies

So close - yet so far away.
Paseo Boricua is less than
20 minutes from where
I live and work. Yet, it
wasn't until I went on
the tour organized by the
Pedroso Center, that I was
able to explore and really
learn about that section of
Division between Western
and California. To visit
the Puerto Rican Cultural
Center and hear Jose
Lopez share its history and
growth as an institution
that promotes "live and
help to live" was truly
inspirational. Everywhere
we went (from Vida/Sida
to the Co-op Store), I
felt the power of people
-- determined and
engaged together to
make things better and
to serve community
needs and aspirations.
The Campos High
School visit was one of
the highlights of the
tour. It's a small facility
with a small student
body. But there's a
lot of education and
innovation (they have a
greenhouse!) going on
there.

12
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Renewing a Sense of Pride,
Love, & Respect
by Steffany Orech-Machtemes, Student

.""- !llliliii.

When the opportunity came for me to go to
Paseo Boricua in Humboldt Park, I jumped at
the chance. I had never spent much time in any
Chicago community, so I was eager to see what it
was like. The most intense and memorable part
of the day was Paseo Boricua. Seeing the Puerto
Rican flags at both ends of Division Street, as
well as the art and buildings gave me a great
sense of pride, love, and respect for the community. Learning about the history of Dr. Pedro
Albizu Campos and the high school named after
him was amazing. The kids that anend the school
are intelligent and concerned with the Latino/ a
community as a whole. I learned that since there
is a lack of healthy foods in Humboldt Park, such
as fruits and vegetables, the high school students
13

suggested that a greenhouse be built. After a few
years, it was completed. There are also possibilities for more gardens to be constructed on the
tops of the other buildings.
The Vida/SIDA was very impressive. The idea
that there is somewhere that anyone can go and
be educated about sex, diseases, or talk and be
tested for STis is something that should be available in every community. There is also an area for
LGBTQ youth to go and feel accepted for who
they are. On the upper level floors, there will be
rooms in which homeless or unaccepted LGBTQ
people can stay so they are not on the street.
When I first entered Clemente Community

Que Ondee Sola

Academy High School, I was slightly nervous because of the metal detectors and the harder looking kids around the building. This was the white
suburbia in me kicking in and I immediately shut
it up! Staff and administrators from Clemente,
Northeastern , and other schools discussed Community as a Campus concept. This is a huge and
amazing idea for kids to start out in pre-school or
kindergarten knowing they can and will go to college. It is something that I would be honored to
be part of. It doesn't mauer who you are or what
your ethnicity is. Regardless of where you live,
you are predisposed to the activities that go on in
your community good and/ or bad. It is up to the
individual and their support system (village) to

make changes.
I grew up being told to fear inner city communities and the people that lived there - the gang
bangers and druggies. I wish I had known people
in these areas because I could have been educated by a realistic first-hand experience. I am
grateful to have been able to experience the community as well as the people that live there. I look
forward to my next n·ip to Humboldt Park and
other Latino/ a communities. Learning about
them and who they really are is the way to challenge the horrible stereotypes that white America
has placed on them.

APuerto
Ricans
Reflection on
the Iraq War
by Josue Contreras
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At the height ofWorld War 1,
Puerto Ricans were given their
limited American citizenship
so the U.S government could
legally draft Puerto Ricans
into its Armed Services, and
we have been serving at her
behest ever since. The Iraq
War has been no different.
Since that fateful day on March
19, 2003, tens of thousands
of Puerto Ricans have fought,
some multiple times, in this
highly controversial war.
Hundreds were wounded and
38 sacrificed their lives. Most
Puerto Ricans serving today
in the U.S. Military come from
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the continental U.S., but thousands more serve
in Puerto Rico's Army & Air National Guard,
or in Army Reserve units in Puerto Rico; both
of which have served their fair share in the Iraq
War.
The dilemma for Puerto Ricans, compared
to the rest of the United States citizenry, is
that the Common Wealth of Puerto Rico has
sacrificed its sons and daughters just as much
as any other State of the Union, if not more, for
less rights and freedoms. We have no votingrepresentation in Congress. While Puerto Rico
pays no Federal taxes, the cost ofliving on the
island is high and most products and services
from the United States (through an imposed
trade arrangement) are sold at a premium on
the island -- at times more expensive than in the
affluent markets of New York and California
(New York Latino Journal, April 05). We
cannot vote during Presidential elections, but
we are subject to every Presidential mandate.
Somehow, I recall in my American History
class American Colonials rebelling against
the British crown for these vary same reasons;
though we proudly serve America, we are
deemed terrorist if we clamor for more rights or
independence.
For reasons yet unknown, United States
officials inflamed the colonial debate of Puerto
Rico with a series of actions that began with the
killing of the independence leader, Filiberto
Ojeda Rios on September 23rd, 2005. This
action was followed by the release of a White
House task force report on the Puerto Rican
15

Status in December of 2005, which caused
immediate uproars within the confines of
Puerto Rico's insular government for referring
to the current political relationship with the
United States (the "Commonwealth") as nonbinding and unconstitutional. As if that were
not enough, the FBI staged another incursion
on February 10, 2006, when dozens of field
officers in paramilitary gear broke into homes
and attacked news reporters throughout the
island as they searched for "terrorists." (None
were found and the "investigation" was called
off) (New York Latino Journal, April 05 ), all
of this while we served faithfully in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
Regardless of whether or not you are Puerto
Rican, this war has taken its toll on so manyfinancially, physically, emotionally, spiritually,
and mentally. Though, Puerto Rico and its
people have many grounds for outcries of
injustice during this war, our grievances pale in
comparison to that of the Iraqi people. We hope
that one day the Iraqi people can rise again from
the ashes of this war a stronger nation, giving a
sense of closure to all that were a part of it. At
the end of this month the last of U.S. Soldiers
in Iraq will come home. Our thoughts, prayers,
and gratitude go out to all those who served,
that were wounded, who gave the ultimate
sacrifice, and their families. In closing, Que
Ondee Sola would like to honor, by name, our
38 Puerto Rican brothers and Sisters who gave
their lives during the Iraq War-may they rest
m peace.
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Puerto Rico, Latin America & Calle 13
by Jonathan Rivera
Lizardi

"You can not buy the
wind I You can not buy
the sun ...
You can not buy my joys
I You can not buy my
sorrows ...
The juice of my struggle
is not artificial I
For the fertili zer of my
land is natural ...
You can't buy my life I
My land isn't for sale ...
I'm what my father
taught me/
If you do not love your
country, you do not love your mother ...
I'm Latin America I A people without legs yet walks
"

Under the pouring rain and the sounds of
Venezuela's youth orchestra, the lyrics of
Calle 13 's Grammy award winning song
"Latinoamerica" were chanted by thousands
present for the closing ceremony of the first
summit of the Community of Latin American and
Caribbean States (CELAC). Held in Caracas,
Venezuela on December 2 and 3, the CELAC
represents the formation of a new political
and economic regional bloc that unites thirtythree countries from across Latin America and

the Caribbean, but which does not include
the United States and Canada. This song, one
of Calle 13 's most recent, has become the
international anthem throughout the Spanishspeaking Americas. Not only does it poetically
describe experiences of historical injustice,
poverty and the ruthless operations carried in
Latin America by the United States and its allies,
but also it has reinserted Puerto Rico and its
colonial situation on the Latin American and
international stage.
Prior to CELAC summit, Bolivian President Evo
Morales made an acknowledgement of Calle 13,
stating that "their songs, their interpretations,
16
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represent the people of, not only Bolivia, but of
Latin America as well." Historically, Calle 13
has distinguished itself from other performers
by giving voice to the voiceless, just as they
did on the last day of the summit. Among the
33 nations invited to CELAC, Puerto Rico's
absence was the most felt. The absence of
Puerto Rico is due to the fact that Puerto Rico
is a colonial possession of the United States.
Since the signing of the "Treaty of Paris"
on December 10, 1898, which concluded
the so-called Spanish American War, the
fate of Puerto Rico and its people have been
determined by the U.S. Congress.

sectors. Through rhymes and beats, Calle
13 has advanced the patriotic work of Puerto
Rican revolutionaries, such as Lolita tebr6n
'
Rafael Cancel Miranda, Juan Mari Bras and
Juan Antonio Corretjer.

It is in this spirit that Calle 13 doesn't forget
their ancestors who have given their lives
to free Puerto Rico. If we look back at Calle
13's first political song, "Querido FBI," it
was angry denunciation of Machetero leader
Filiberto Ojeda Rios' assassination by the FBI
in 2005. Ojeda's death, in fact, marked a major
turning point for the group, as they soon after
embarked on a journey to better understand
the social injustices that have and continue to
Calle 13 is composed of stepbrothers Rene
Perez, Residente (lead singer), Eduardo Cabra, occur on our continent.
Visitante (producer), and their sister Ileana
On the last day of the summit, Rene Perez
aka PG-13 (choirs). The group has created a
(Residente) became the most important
bridge that connects Puerto Rico to the rest of
popular voice that Puerto Rico has thus far
Latin America. In addition to their ability to
in 21st century. Its significant contribution
incorporate sounds and slang from throughout
to Puerto Rico is so relevant that it invites
the Americas, the lyrics of Calle 13 have
the question: Who, in the absence of Calle
courageously denounced the contradictions
13, would popularly connect Puerto Rico to
of capitalism, the brutality of colonialism and
the rest of Latin America? Their presence in
right to free education. In doing so, they have
Venezuela not only gave voice to all the Puerto
assumed the mantle of visionary musicians like
Ricans who believe in a sovereign Puerto
the likes of Silverio Rodriguez, Bob Marley,
Rico, but also made the point that the CELAC
Femi Kuti, and the late Facundo Cabral.
summit was incomplete without Puerto Rico.
Through their music, they have reminded
This important point was powerfully reiterated
their fell ow Puerto Ricans about the ills
during the summit by the Nicaraguan president
of U.S. colonialism and the importance of
Daniel Ortega, who noted: "We are thirtyindependence. For this reason, they have been
three, but are still missing Puerto Rico; sooner
consistently criticized and attacked by Puerto
rather than later, Puerto Rico will incorporate
Rico's upper middle class and conservative
itself."
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The Power ofIndignation
by Oscar Lopez Rivera

"I have only thepower efmy indignation,
thepower efmy convictions."
- Danielle
Mitterrand

the masses and to find solutions to the prevailing
crisis created by Wall Street and the politicians
who control the reins
of government.

The Occupy Wall
Street (OWS)
movement is
stirring and
awakening
the people's
righteous
indignation
throughout
the nation. Its
call to action
is germinating
and sprouting
like wild flowers
(hopefully
perennial ones)
from Wall Street
to the universities
and from the
ghettoes all
the way to the
suburbs. It's this
response of the
people that clearly
demonstrates the potential it has to radicalize

The people are
responding because
OWS has clearly
identified the
problems affecting
them and the culprits
responsible for
the crisis and the
prevailing pernicious
conditions. According
to OWS, what are
the main problems
and who has caused
them? They are:
1). the inequality in
the distribution of
wealth - one percent
controls it and 99
percent has none; 2).
the concentration of
\
capital in fewer and
fewer hands; 3). the
skulduggery ofWall
St.; 4). the corruption
of the politicians who control the reins of the
18
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government; 5). the government's inability and
refusal to resolve the economic crisis; and 6). the
workers, the elderly, parts of the middle class,
the minority communities and the young people
who find their dreams deferred and sabotaged.
There's an organic relationship between Wall
Street and the politicians who are in control
of the government. The former controls the
finances the politicians need to be elected,
and thus determines who's going to win. The
politician who gets elected owes his seat to Wall
St. or is a big money person whose interest is
the same as the others honchos on Wall St. For
the politicians, their most important task is to
defend the interest ofWall St. A good example
of the relationship is how the government dealt
with the demands of the corporations that were
"too big to fail." Wall St. claimed there was an
economic melt down and that the government
had to bail out the corporations that were too
big to fail. The government's response was
immediate. Billions of dollars were dispensed
and the politicians had no qualms or hesitation in
answering Wall St. demands.

CEO's of the big corporations.
While the politicians were bailing out the big
corporations, the problems of the millions
of families who were facing foreclosure, the
millions of workers who were unemployed,
the students who owed almost a trillion dollars
in student loans and couldn't pay were totally
ignored by them.
The politicians seats were safe because Wall
St. was doing what it had to do to protect them.
It had the finances, the lobbying groups, the
think tanks, the media and such nepharious
entities like the Tea Party and ALEC -American
Legislative Exchange Council to make sure
the status quo would not be changed at all. For
example, ALEC made sure the neo-liberal
legislations needed would be enacted at all levels
of government. That's how anti-immigration,
union busting, and anti-public funding laws were
being passed at the state and federal levels.

Fortunately, the OWS movement responded
and has seized the moment. It is challenging the
status quo and mobilizing the people. Instead of
idleness, there is movement. And the movement
One of the corporations that the government
has the potential to create the necessary changes
bailed out was General Motors. At no moment
in the political structure and to find solutions
did the politicians mention the fact that while
that will lead to a better distribution of wealth
GM in the U.S. was going broke in China it was
and for there to be a more just and better system.
one of the most profitable U.S. corporations. If If you aren't a supporter ofOWS or a righteously
that was the case, then why not use the money it
indignated person, become an occupier. If
was generating in China to bail itself out? What's you want a better and more just world dare to
most interesting about the bail out is that the
struggle for it.
bulk of the billions of dollars sent to Wall St.
ended up in the pockets of the bankers and of the Dare to struggle, dare to win. En resiS t encia Y
lucha, OLR.
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